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ON ARMENDARIZ IDEALS

Sh. Ghalandarzadeh, H. Haj Seyyed Javadi, M. Khoramdel,
and M. Shamsaddini Fard

Abstract. In this paper, we introduce the concepts of Armendariz ideals
and abelian ideals and record some results involving them.

1. Introduction

Throughout this paper, all rings are associative with identity. In [7] M. B.
Rege and S. Chhawchharia introduced the notion of an Armendariz ring. They
defined a ring R to be an Armendariz ring if whenever polynomials f(x) =∑m

i=0 aix
i,g(x) =

∑n
j=0 bjx

j ∈ R[x] satisfy f(x)g(x) = 0, then aibj = 0 for all
i and j (The converse is always true). The term of an Armendariz ring was
chosen because E. Armendariz [2, Lemma 1] had noted that a reduced ring
satisfies this condition. In this paper we study Armendariz ideals; this concept
is related to that of Armendariz rings.

2. Armendariz ideals

In this section we define and study Armendariz and abelian (one-sided)
ideals. All our left-sided concepts and results have right-sided counterparts.
The right annihilator of a subset A of a ring R is denoted by rR(A) or r(A)
(when R is clear from the context). We begin with the following definition.

Definition 2.1. Let R be a ring.
(a) A left ideal I of R is called Armendariz if whenever polynomials f(x) =∑m
i=0 aix

i, g(x) =
∑n

j=0 bjx
j ∈ R[x] satisfy f(x)g(x) ∈ rR[x](I[x]) we have

aibj ∈ rR(I) for all i, j.
(b) A left ideal I of R is called abelian if for each idempotent element e ∈

R, er − re ∈ rR(I) for any r ∈ R.

Remark. (1) In case of a two-sided ideal the terms ‘Armendariz (abelian) on the
left’ and ‘Armendariz (abelian) on the right’ will be used to avoid confusion.

(2) Trivially, the zero ideal is always both Armendariz as well as abelian (on
the left as well as on the right).
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(3) The ideal R of a ring R is Armendariz (resp., abelian) on the left or
on the right in the sense of the above definition if and only if the ring R is
Armendariz (resp., abelian).

(4) Clearly, the converse assertion of the condition of Definition 2.1(a) holds
for every ring R and every left ideal I of R since rR[x](I[x]) = rR(I)[x]).

(5) In the literature the term ‘Armendariz’ has also been used in the context
of rings which may not have an identity. It is hoped that the terms ‘Armendariz
left ideal’ and ‘abelian left ideal’ introduced by us in this paper will not cause
confusion.

Proposition 2.2. Let R be a ring and I be an Armendariz left ideal of R.
If f1, f2, . . . , fn ∈ R[x] are such that f1f2 · · · fn ∈ rR[x](I[x]), then a1 · · · an ∈
rR(I) where ai is a coefficient of fi.

Proof. We employ the method used in the proof of Proposition 1 of [1]. Let
f1 · · · fn ∈ rR[x](I[x]) and let ai be any coefficient of fi. Now we have
f1(f2 · · · fn) ∈ rR[x](I[x]), so a1b ∈ rR(I) for any coefficient b of f2 · · · fn.
Hence we have a1f2 · · · fn ∈ rR[x](I[x]). Thus (a1f2)f3 · · · fn ∈ rR[x](I[x]).
Since a1a2 is a coefficient of a1f2, we have (a1a2c) ∈ rR(I) for each coefficient
c of f3 · · · fn. Hence a1a2f3f4 · · · fn ∈ rR[x](I[x]). Continuing, we see that
a1 · · · an ∈ rR(I). �

In the following proposition we show that if I is an Armendariz left ideal of
R, then I[x] is an Armendariz left ideal of R[x]. In our proof of the following
proposition, we use the method described in the proof of Theorem 2 of [1].

Proposition 2.3. Let I be a left ideal of R. If I is an Armendariz left ideal
of R, then I[x] is an Armendariz left ideal of R[x].

Proof. Suppose that I is an Armendariz left ideal of R and let f(t), g(t) ∈
R[x][t] with f.g ∈ rR[x][t](I[x][t]). Write f(t) = f0 + f1t + · · · + fntn and
g(t) = g0 + g1t + · · · + gmtm where fi, gj ∈ R[x]. We need to prove each
figj ∈ rR[x](I[x]). Let k = deg f0 + · · ·+deg fn +deg g0 + · · ·+deg gm, where
deg denotes the x-degree and the degree of the zero polynomial is taken to be
0. Then f(xk) = f0 +f1x

k + · · ·+fnxkn, g(xk) = g0 +g1x+ · · ·+gmxkm ∈ R[x]
and the set of coefficients of the fi’s (resp., gi’s) equals the set of coefficients
of f(xk)(resp., g(xk)). Since f(t)g(t) ∈ rR[x][t](I[x][t]) and x commutes with
elements of R, f(xk)g(xk) ∈ rR[x][t](I[x][t]), we have f(xk)g(xk) ∈ rR[x](I[x]).
Since I is an Armendariz left ideal of R, each coefficient of figj annihilates I.
Thus figj ∈ rR[x](I[x]). �

Next, we show that every Armendariz left ideal is an abelian left ideal. In
our proof of the following proposition, we employ the methods used in the
proofs of Lemma 7 and Corollary 8 of [4].

Proposition 2.4. If I is an Armendariz left ideal of R, then we have the
following assertions:
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(1) If ab ∈ rR(I), acnb ∈ rR(I) for some a, b, c of R and some integer n ≥ 1,
then acb ∈ rR(I).

(2) If ab ∈ rR(I) and cn is central for some a, b, c of R and some integer
n ≥ 1, then acb ∈ rR(I).

Proof. (1) Consider f(x) = a(1−cx), g(x) = (1+cx+ · · ·+cn−1xn−1)b ∈ R[x].
Then f(x)g(x) ∈ rR[x](I[x] and so abc ∈ rR(I), because I is an Armendariz
left ideal.

(2) follows from (1) since acnb ∈ rR(I). �

Corollary 2.5. If I is an Armendariz left ideal of R, then I is an abelian left
ideal.

Proof. Assume that I is an Armendariz left ideal. Consider e = e2 ∈ R and
let a = e, b = (1− e), c = er(1− e) with r ∈ R. Then clearly ab ∈ rR(I) and
e2 = 0, hence acb ∈ rR(I) by Proposition 2.4. Letting a1 = 1 − e, b1 = e and
c1 = (1−e)re, we also have a1c1b1 ∈ rR(I) similarly. Thus er−re ∈ rR(I). �

We know that any subring of an Armendariz ring is Armendariz. In the
following proposition we prove that any left ideal of R is an Armendariz left
ideal provided that R is Armendariz.

Proposition 2.6. If R is a Armendariz ring, then each left ideal of R is an
Armendariz left ideal.

Proof. Let R be an Armendariz ring and I be a left ideal of R. If f(x) =∑n
i=0 aix

i, g(x) =
∑n

j=0 bjx
j are elements of R[x] such that

f(x)g(x) ∈ rR[x](I[x]),

then f(x)g(x) ∈ rR(I)[x]. Thus we have df(x)g(x) = 0 for any d ∈ I. Since R
is Armendariz, daibj = 0 for all i, j. Thus aibj ∈ rR(I). �

It is obvious that the converse of Proposition 2.6 is true, because R is an
ideal of R and rR(R) = 0.

Let R be a ring and M be an (R, R)-bimodule. The trivial extension of R by
M is defined to be the ring T (R, M) = R⊕M with the usual addition and the
multiplication (r1,m1)(r2,m2) = (r1r2, r1m2 + m1r2). We know that T (R,M)
is isomorphic to the ring of all matrices ( r m

0 r ) where r ∈ R,m ∈ M and usual
matrix operations are used. It is proved in [6] that R is reduced ring if and
only if the trivial extension T (R, R) is an Armendariz ring. Next we give an
example of a nonzero Armendariz left ideal of a non-Armendariz ring.

Example 2.7. Let R = Z4 and S = T (R, R). Since the ring R is not reduced,
S is not Armendariz. Write a =

(
0 2̄
0 0

)
, I = Sa and r(I) = rS(I), then

r(I) = {( r b
0 r ) |r ∈ {0, 2̄}, b ∈ Z4} .

Since r(I) is an ideal of S and S/r(I) is a reduced ring, I is an Armendariz left
ideal of S.
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A ring R is called right Ore if given a, b ∈ R with b regular there exist
a1, b1 ∈ R with b1 regular such that ab1 = ba1. It is a well-known fact that R
is a right Ore ring if and only if there exists a classical right quotient ring of R.

Theorem 2.8. Suppose that there exists a classical right quotient ring Q of a
ring R. If I is an Armendariz left ideal of R, then QI is an Armendariz left
ideal of Q.

Proof. We employ the methods used in the proofs of Theorem 16 of [5] and
Theorem 12 of [4]. Consider f(x) =

∑m
i=0 αix

i, g(x) =
∑n

j=0 βjx
j ∈ Q[x] such

that f(x)g(x) ∈ rQ[x](QI[x]). We may assume that αi = aiu
−1, βj = bjv

−1

with ai, bj ∈ R for all i, j and regular elements u, v ∈ R. For each j there exists
cj ∈ R and regular element w ∈ R such that u−1bj = cjw

−1.
Put f1(x) =

∑m
i=0 aix

i, g1(x) =
∑n

j=0 cjx
j ∈ R[x]. Then we have

f(x)g(x) =
m∑

i=0

n∑

j=0

αiβjx
i+j

=
m∑

i=0

n∑

j=0

ai(u−1bj)v−1xi+j

=
m∑

i=0

n∑

j=0

aicj(vw)−1xi+j = f1(x)g1(x)(uw)−1;

hence f1(x)g1(x) ∈ rR[x](I[x]). Since the left ideal I of R is Armendariz,
aicj ∈ rR(I) for all i, j and so αiβj = aiu

−1bjv
−1 = aicjw

−1u−1 ∈ rQ(QI) for
all i, j. Therefore QI is an Armendariz left ideal of Q. �

3. Annihilator ideals with IFP

Following Bell [3], a one-sided ideal J of a ring R is said to have the insertion-
of-factors property in R (or, briefly, we say J has the IFP in R) if, for elements
a, b of R the condition ab ∈ J implies aRb ⊆ J . We also say J is an ideal with
IFP in this case. Clearly 0 = rR(R) is an ideal with IFP if and only if R is an
IFP ring (These rings have also been studied under the names semicommutative
rings and zero-insertive (ZI) rings in the literature). In this section we record
a couple of results involving the condition ‘rR(I) is with IFP’.

Proposition 3.1. Suppose that I is a one-sided ideal of a ring R and ∆ is
a multiplicatively closed subset of R consisting of central regular elements. If
rR(I) has the IFP in R, then r∆−1R(∆−1I) has the IFP in ∆−1R.

Proof. We employ the method used in the proof of Proposition 3.1 of [4]. Let
αβ ∈ r∆−1R(∆−1I) with α = u−1a, β = v−1b, u, v ∈ ∆ and a, b ∈ R. Since
∆ is contained in the center of R, we have 0 = ∆−1Iαβ = ∆−1Iu−1av−1b =
∆−1Iab(uv)−1 so Iab = 0. It follows that arb ∈ rR(I) for all r ∈ R, since
rR(I) has the IFP. Now for γ = w−1r with w ∈ ∆ and r ∈ R, ∆−1Iαγβ =
∆−1Iarb(uwv)−1 = 0. Hence r∆−1R(∆−1I) has the IFP. �
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A ring R is called locally finite if every finite subset of R generates a fi-
nite semigroup multiplicatively. Finite rings are clearly locally finite and the
algebraic closure of a finite field is locally finite but is not finite.

In our proof of the following proposition, we employ the method used in the
proof of Proposition 16 of [4].

Proposition 3.2. Let R be a locally finite ring and let I be an Armendariz
left ideal of R. Then rR(I) has the IFP.

Proof. Let ab ∈ rR(I) with a, b ∈ R. For any r ∈ R since R is locally finite
there exist integers m, k ≥ 1 such that rm = rm+k. So we obtain inductively
rm = rmrk = rmr2k = · · · = rmrmk = rm(k+1), put h = k + 1 then rm =
(rm)h with h ≥ 2. Notice that r(h−1)m = r(h−2)mrm = r(h−2)m(rm)h =
r2(h−1)m = (r(h−1)m)2. Whence r(h−1)m is an idempotent and so by Corollary
2.5, ar(h−1)m − r(h−1)ma ∈ rR(I) and abr(h−1)m − r(h−1)mab ∈ rR(I). Thus
r(h−1)mab ∈ rR(I). On the other hand by Corollary 2.5, ar(h−1)m−r(h−1)ma ∈
rR(I), so ar(h−1)mb − r(h−1)mab ∈ rR(I), hence ar(h−1)mb ∈ rR(I). So by
Proposition 2.4, arb ∈ rR(I) for all r ∈ R. �
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