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A Study on Acquisition of Korean EFL College Students' Indefinite Article
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| Abstract.

The purpose of this study is to research the process of Korean students’ acquiring the
indefinite article. To research this , we will propose two subjects of study as below. The first
subject is that we will examine whether there will be any differences of the acquisition in the
indefinite article between gender, male and female. The second subject is that we will examine
whether there are any differences of the acquisition by the degree of proficiency at English.

The subject of a sample survey was 115 female and 80 male students, total 195 students, who
take English courses as a required subject at ‘'C ' university in Gwangju. The necessary data
for this study was obtained by the questionnaires with 19 questions about the indefinite article.

The data analyzing method was ANOVA(analysis of variance between groups) through the
statistics program SPSS 12.0.

As a consequences of this study we found that the side of the acquisition in the indefinite
article between gender, male and female is closely related in the data result of 5 questions and
the side of the acquisition by the level of proficiency at English has the meaningful data result
of 14 questions at the questionaries.

B keyword : | Indefinite Article | Gender | Proficiency | Acquisition |
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(1) a. *A coffee is not a good drink for children.
b. *Coffees are not good drinks for children,
c. Coffee is not a good drink for children.

(2) a. Would you like a coffee?

b. Two coffees, please. -
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(3) a They drank three or four different wines at
every meal.
b. It's an article about French cheeses.
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c. To make wine, grapes are fermented with
water and sugar.
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(4) a. Noise can make you ill.
b. We heard a sudden noise.
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(5) a. The medicine had an effect.
b. I have a_problem with money.
¢. Can you give me an idea of how much it will

cost?
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(6) a. He was driving at about 50 miles an hour.
b. We live only a few vards from the bus station.
c. An ounce of practice is worth a pound of.
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(7) a. Chinese food is often served with rice or
noodles.

b. We produce a variety of packaged pasta
products mainly long noodles such as
spaghetti linguine, and fettuccine.

c. Have a_chair.

d. They are pushing furniture into the house.
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(8) a. She wrapped it in brown paper.
b. He reads an _evening paper after supper.
c. She was a beauty.
d. She had beauty in her youth.
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(9) a Have some more cake!
b. I like a fruit cake.
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(10) a I am plaining a journey to Europe.
b. They say travel broadens the mind.
c. I'm looking for a job.
d. Machines do much work today.
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