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Effect of Schema Activation on English Reading Comprehension
—Focused on Middle School Students—
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. Abstract

The purpose of this study is to suggest the effects of schema activation on reading
comprehension. The subject of a sample survey was a 36 student experimental group and a 32
student control group, total 68 students at third grade class of C Middle School in Gwangju.

Students ability to read English in the two groups were almost the same through, which was
shown by pre-test administered before the beginning of the experiment. As a pre-reading
activity, the experimental group was showed the pictures and vocabularies related to the text
before reading. The other control group did Grammar Translation Method about text. The data
needed for this study was obtained by the questionnaires with 25 questions about the English
reading. The data analyzing method was t-test through the statistics program SPSS 12.0. The
result of this study is as follows : First, the experimental group got a more meaningful score
than the control group at the test. Second, pre-reading activities for providing prior knowledge
of the text were affected by the student’s English proficiency, peculiarly more effective on low
level student than advanced level. Studying English reading through schema activation led the
students to be present in classes with interests, so the experimental group showed more
academic accomplishments than the control group.
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large farms and factories. We humans have not only

explored the earth but have begun to explore the

moon and the planets. We are always looking for new
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ways to understand and use nature. When we do this,
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we should never forget that we must keep the

balance of nature.
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Such things exist only in cities.
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exist :

The plant has many employees.

The plant has long roots.

before humans. The first

g

humans lived in natural way. They gathered fruits,

Nature existed lon;

The police planted evidence on her.

v did not cut stones into

and roots to eat. The

berries,

The wood shelters the house from cold winds.

tools, or change or control nature.

He sought shelter at my house.

Later humans began to learn how to control nature.

They made tools to plant and they made weapons to
hunt animals. They learmned to use fire for warmth

and cooking, and they also learned to raise animals

and build shelters.
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Today, we are still controlling nature. We mine the

earth, explore the sea, cut forests, build cities, and run
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