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Criminal Investigators' Recognition of Judicial Autopsy and It's Implications
— With the Case of P Police Station —
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Abstract

Based on the analysis of criminal investigators’ recognition of judicial autopsy, this study
presented policy alternatives as follows. First, a procedure is needed that optometrists and
investigators jointly make previous explanations to bereaved families the status of investigation
and the results of examination to their satisfaction and collect their opinions, for the purpose of
obtaining an agreement to autopsy from them. Second, the dignity of the dead should be kept.
To this end, particular consideration should be given to women bodies. Also, we need to minimize
the number of autopsy witnesses and obtain agreement from bereaved families when there is an
on-the-spot study. Third, we need to establish a guideline that investigators could request a
warrant later in certain cases of dead bodies. Also, if a bereaved family positively asks for
autopsy, it should be allowed through tentatively named ‘Request for Autopsy.” Finally, To make
a careful decision on whether an autopsy should be made or not, we can form a joint
investigation team of public prosecutors and criminal investigators; however, an autopsy should
be done only if it is deemed inevitable, considering the bereaved family’s opinion.
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