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Problems of Disaster Reporting in Korea
— Case of Hebei Spirit Oil Spill in Taean—gun
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On 7 December 2007, the Hong Kong registered tanker Hebei Spirit, laden with 209,000 tonnes
of crude oil, was struck by the crane barge Samsung N o 1, whilst at anchor about five miles
off Taean on the West Coast in Korea. About 10,500 tonnes of crude oil escaped into the sea
from the Hebei Spirit. The recent cil leakage from a tanker in seas off Taean has turned the sea
farms and fishing areas on the country’s western coast into a sea of oil. Analysts say the spill
is considered as one of the world’s devastating sea pollution cases involving oil. In our
contemporary society where people are exposed to potential dangers in every aspect, no one can
be free from such dangers. With an increase in human casualties due to disaster, disaster
reporting plays a vital role in preventing and minimizing damages.

Despite such enormous significance, however, Korean disaster reporting has not performed
effectively. In this contexts, this study analyzed the problems of disaster reporting in Korea, with
the case of Hebei Spirit oil Spill in Taean-gun. And, this study suggest the establish ways and
means needed to improve the disaster reporting in Korea with the case of Hebei Spirit case.

B keyword : | Hebei Spirit | Oil Spill | Disaster Reporting | Sea Pollution Cases | Disaster Prevention Reporting |
Problem—Solving Reporting |
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