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Strategies of Building Disaster Resistant Communities
—Focusing on Hebei Spirit Oil Spill Accident—
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The purpose of this study is to suggest the strategies of building disaster resistant
communities to overcome communities destruction and vulnerability caused by the Hebei Spirit
oil spill accident in Taean on December 7th, 2007. For accomplishing the purpose, we drew
problems of approach based on context of community, governance strategy, and
community -based approach. And based on the results of this analysis, suggestions were made
as follows for building disaster resistant communities. First, when Hebei Spirit oil spill accident
occurred we have been short of regional study and unreality of regional safety plan. For
overcoming this points, we have need of activation of regional study and establishment of
regional safety plan based on the bottom-up approach. Second, while the spill has brought a
milestone activation of volunteer, we have not still efficient disaster management based on
governance. So we have to establish network-governance to cooperate with
government-business-private sector for efficient disaster management. Third, we argue that it
is important to build social capital such as social networks, social contacts for community—based
disaster resistant communities.
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