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A study on Middle—aged Women's Concern of Appearance and Buying Behavior of
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Abstract

Korean middle-aged women, who are securing economic stability of their own along with the
national economic growth, have had much concern in their outward appearance. Especially,
middle-aged women'’s concern of appearance triggered by their various social/leisure activities
and appreciation of aesthetic sense leads to the interest in their outward appearance, thus
naturally stimulating their purchasing sentiments. This paper attempts to identify the level of
middle-aged women’s concern of appearance and analyze how this level of concern affects their
behavior in purchasing cosmetic products. Our analytical findings include:

1. From the t-test and distributional analysis of points of each factor on the group, the
high-interest type 1 (108 persons) and low-interest type 2 (91 person) in terms of 'concern
of appearance’ turned out to exist.

2. Five factors of cosmetics—purchasing behavior were derived that are fashion-leading type,
compulsive buying type, brand-dependent type, pondering type, planned buying type and
loyal-to-brand type.

3. Cosmetics—purchasing behavior varied according to the subjects’ level of concern of appearance.
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