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Correlation between Manual Ability Classification System and Functional Evaluation in
Children With Spastic Cerebral Palsy
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The purpose of this study was to investigate the relationship among functional evaluation
systems, the Manual Ability Classification System (MACS), the Gross Motor Function
Classification System (GMFCS), and the functional status (WeeFIM) in children with spastic
cerebral palsy and to provide the foundation data about MACS for evaluation system of hand
function in children with spastic cerebral palsy. For this, sixty children with spastic cerebral
palsy were employed in this study. The sixty children were evaluated by using the MACS for
their hand function and by using the GMFCS for their motor function. The functional status
were assessed by using the Functional Independence Measure of Children (WeeFIM). There
were a significant correlation between the MACS and the GMFCS (r = 659, p < .05). The good
correlation between the MACS and WeeFIM was found (r = -.576, p < .05). The functional
status according to the hand function level evaluated by using the MACS were different
significantly (p < 05). The MACS in practice will provide usefulness for assessment of hand
function in children with spastic cerebral palsy.
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