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Utopianess in the Early Disney Animation: Focusing on Benjamin's thought on Mickey
Mouse
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Abstract

In the society where contradiction of modernism in 20th century was vividly exposed and
paradigm was being changed from text culture into visual culture according to the development
of technology, Benjamin tried to practically suggest solutions for socio-historical problems he
was facing. In contrast with Adorno who criticized cultural industry, Benjamin found out the
possibility to overturn existing value order and innovate reality in mass art media having
emerged according to the development of new technology. And such Utopian possibility appears
in his thought on the early Disney animation even if it is fragmentary. This thesis reviews
how Utopian possibility was realized in the early Disney animation, which had been thought by
Benjamin.
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