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Cultural and Economic Effects of Long—term TV Drama Contents

—A Case Study on "From the Northern Country," a 21 year lasting TV Drama
of Fuji Television Network Inc., Japan—
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Abstract

This study focuses on the cultural and economic effects created by long-term TV dramas
that run more than 20 years. The result of this study shows that long-lasting TV dramas have
significant influence in increasing audience ratings of TV broadcasting companies. An analysis
of Fuji Television's "From the Northern Country” shows that the drama’s audience rating has
more than doubled at the end period in comparison to that at the beginning stage. The analysis
shows that long—term dramas also greatly contribute to the improvement of nation’s cultural
capability including contents development competence by producing media contents related
professionals such as actors, actresses and dramatists. Fuji Television picked an actor and an
actress for the drama and kept developing their talent and make a cultural accomplishment to
produce new talents who compete with performance ability for the Japanese Entertainment
Business. In addition, long lasting TV dramas appear to significantly contribute to local
economy by promoting tourism industry of the areas where dramas are filmed. By introducing
Hurano in Hokkaido which was the main stage of "From the Northern Country” to Japanese
people for 21 years, the drama played a decisive role in building Hurano’s brand power.
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