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Representation of Child Sexual Abuse in TV Documentary
—Focused on KBS 'Current Topics Ssam'—
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Abstract

The purpose of the study was to analyze narrative structure and spoken contents of two TV
documentaries televised in KBS 1TV ‘Current Topics Ssam’ to examine how child sexual abuse
was represented on TV. As a result, the study could see that child sexual abuse attackers were
stressed by a system to monitor and punish them and TV documentary took a neutral attitude
between their human rights and pain of the victims. And it emphasizes ‘abnormal sides such
as attackers’ drinking or history of mental illness, and men’s social authority individualizes a
woman’s damage into private pain by imposing a light punishment on child sexual abuse
attackers and letting them not punished. Child sexual abuse victims treated to be a sexual
object as a ‘small, easy and weak’ woman are represented as a lethargic human who is afraid
of revenge and lives in pain. The representation of child sexual abuse through ‘Current Topics
Ssam’ has its limit in the fact that it neglected understanding social context of child sexual
abuse by forming an event-centered immediate and fragmentary narration and didn’t play a
right role in making an efficient and long-term plan considering actual conditions of Korean
society and leading the people’s participation.

B keyword : | Child Sexual Abuse | TV Documentary | Current Topics Ssam | Child Sexual Abuser | Child Sexual
Abuse VictimScience |
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