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Abstract

The haptic sense is one of the five human senses that deeply affects cognitive development
and everyday lives of children and adults. Recently, researchers and developers have started
active discussions and research on haptic technologies. The purpose of this paper is to explain
the role of haptics in learning, review studies that have attempted to use haptic technologies
to teach students, and discuss how these technologies can be applied in special education
context. National and international databases were searched and analyzed using meta—analysis
methods. The few studies that have been completed so far are heavily focused on math and
science learning. However, haptic technology has great potentials for children with disabilities
who can benefit from extra assistance from these devices in wide areas of curriculum including
math, science, music, art, history, and so on.
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