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Abstract

A lack of basic academic skills of junior college students has negatively impacted on the
quality of vacational education and student dropout prevention, and yet it is true that there still
are unclear alternatives or solutions to come up with that concern. As a way to find out the
actual levels of basic academic skills of junior college students and educational efforts to
improve these skills, the study investigated prior studies and benchmarked strengths and
weaknesses of the related educational programs and supporting systems operated by ten junior
colleges around the nation. Further, the study addressed emerging issues and challenges related
to basic academic skills, based on the case study of D college. Major research methodologies
included literature review, surveys for students and faculty members and focus-group
interviews of faculty members in order to examine the states of students’ basic academic skills
in the area of language, in particular. Accordingly, the study proposed several suggestions with
which educational practitioners could assist in supporting students to acquire improved basic
academic skills(such as the development of a competence-based curriculum, implementation of
reliable diagnosis tools and supporting educational systems for evaluating students’ basic
academic skills and upgrading of diverse teaching and learning resources and methods).
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