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Abstract

There have been several studies reporting that vocal misuse and abuse causes voice problems,
as well as laryngeal disease such as laryngitis, vocal nodules, vocal polyp. But few researches
have investigated amounts or rates of vocal misuse or vocal abuse of patients. Therefore, the
author of this study developed measuring device for vocal misuse and abuse behaviors and
compared frequency of vocal misuse and abuse behaviors of normal children and children with
vocal nodules. The subjects of this study were five normal children and five children with vocal
nodules who were male, lower graders of elementary schools(first to third graders). Based on
the results of this study, the frequency of the children with vocal nodules in vocal misuse and
abuse using was 5,411(+145) and that of the normal children was 3,133(+257). The frequency
of vocal misuse and abuse behaviors of the children with vocal nodules was around 1.5 time
significantly higher than that of normal children(p<.001).
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