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Analysis of Children's Preference about the Expression Form of lllustrations in
Children's Picture Books
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Abstract

This study aims to analyze and compare the difference of preference to realistic and fantastic
expressions presented in the illustrations of children’s picture books.

The subject of this study is set for 52 seven-year-old kindergarten students, including 26 boys
and 26 girls, in Cheonan. Two times of researches on their preferences were made on the basis
of data collection through individual interviews and self-regulatory questionnaires. A children’s
picture book, which best demonstrates both realistic and fantastic expressions, was selected as
a research tool for such questionnaire from the ones produced and printed within Korea, which
either are listed in the Recommended Book List of Children’s Book Research Association or
received any international award.

The result shows that both boys and girls prefer fantastic expressions to realistic ones. It was
also found that girls tend to prefer realistic expressions that the boys do.

Nevertheless, there definitely was a limitation in thorough analysis by region or age, as they
tended to show different responses when they were provided with a picture book with similar
theme and story, but different form of expression.
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