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Content Analysis of Anti—-Smoking TV advertisements: Different Adaptatlon of Health

Communication Theories between Korea and the U.S.A.
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Abstract

This study examined Korean and the U.S.A.'s television anti-smoking advertisements that
were coined to discourage adults and teens smoking. A content analysis of 71 television
advertisements listed in the “Smoking Guidance Program” operated by Korea Health Promotion
Foundation. This study evaluated to detect whether the advertising content reflected core health
communication theories such as health belief model, theory of reasoned action, and social
cognitive theory used in the designing of anti-smoking ad message to change behavior and
attitudes toward smoking unfavorably. The results showed that Korean anti-smoking ads
mostly relied on social norm messages, followed by smoking attitude. The message of modeling
and self-efficacy was least used; while, the U.SA.. ads focused more on modeling and self
efficacy. This difference comes from the cultural difference. Namely, Korea focused more on
collectivism rather than individualism. The anti-smoking ads of Korea and th U.SA. most
frequently adopted horror and humor rather than sadness, no appeal, and angry. The ads
targeted more on adults rather than teens. The research identifies the types of advertisements
that are mos likely to utilized and underutilize in the Korea and U.S.A. anti-smoking ads and
contribute to further understandings of anti-smoking ads theoretically.
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