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Lee Chang Dong : Film Making as a ‘Repetition’ Creating Ethics
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Abstract

As a film maker, Lee Chang Dong stands out from most Korean film makers who work within
the trappings of genre films. To be sure, Lee has also used the trappings of genre films, such
as noire and melodrama, but primarily as a tool to communicate with film audience. In his most
recent film “Poetry”, Lee seems to have even stripped even the minimal trappings of genre film.
Lee commands the audience to self-reflect and work towards their own conclusions by denying
them the illusory identification on screen. In this way, Lee's works are counter cinema. Lee
achieves a distancing effect using such filmic apparatuses as hand-held camera, fantasy, mise
en abyme, and returned gaze. Through these filmic apparatuses, Lee exposes the re-presentation
of text and compels his audience to see the historical and political contexts of the text. In this
study, I make the case that Lee Chang Dong’s film making is an act of repetition compulsion

that cultivates ethical reflection, through symbolization of the invisible realities.

m keyword : | Lee Chang Dong | {Poetry) | {Oasis) | {Secret Sunshine) | Counter Cinema | Repetition | The Real | Ethics |
Mise en abyme | Fantasy | Filmic Apparatus |
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