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Abstract

This study conducted empirical research from the behavioral perspective with a survey to
residents in order to grope for directions to develop a local council. The results gained from the
research can be summed up as below: First, according to the result of evaluation on the essential
roles (resident representative, checks, and legislation functions) of the council, the residents
could not see any improvement in general. Regarding parliamentary activities and administrative
changes, they also hardly felt any great changes. Second, according to the result of detailed
evaluation on the council activities, the residents regard the collection of residents’ opinions or
the division exclusively in charge of collecting opinions to be very important. Third, in the
developmental evaluation on the local council, they consider it is very crucial to induce outside
specialists to secure expertise and establish the system to activate residents’ participation.
Above results imply that for the development of local councils, it is essential for the councils
to play their roles responsibly as well as positively through communication and negotiation with
the residents. It is thought that the research results will contribute to explaining the directions
to develop local councils both practically and theoretically.
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