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Abstract

This study analyzes actual conditions of private health insurance empirically by using the
decision to join Korea Health Panel data. First, the study investigates how sociodemographic
factors influence joining the private health insurance. Next, the relationship between the private
health insurance membership and the frequency of medical service utilization is analyzed. The
main results of these analyses can be summarized as follows: the socially vulnerable are less
likely to join private health insurance relative to the middle and upper classes. The frequency
of medical service utilization of private insurance members is relatively higher. This fact
contains the possibility that the middle and upper classes are able to receive more medical
services through private health insurance membership, while the socially vulnerable have
difficulty with obtaining medical services in spite of much need. Therefore, policies are needed
which manage the private health insurance more effectively and secure the publicity of health
service socially.
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_ Sl 12} 24 Q=27 |

A :

Coef. z P>z Coef. z P>z

EEC)) —0.0010 -0.41 0.680 -0.0102 -4.10 0.000

H&(~19) —0.0559 -7.72 0.000 -0.0166 -2.20 0.028
¢F(20~39) -0.0562 -7.76 0.000 0.0081 1.08 0.280
HZH(40~64) —0.0560 -8.19 0.000 -0.0162 -2.27 0.023

H2(65~) (omitted) (omitted)

S0102(22)) 0.0069 1.94 0.052 0.0292 7.90 0.000

WE(ZSSuO|sh 0.0177 4.04 0.000 0.0164 3.62 0.000
wE(Es) -0.0013 -0.28 0.782 0.0104 2.14 0.032
TR(uSstw) 0.0017 0.54 0.592 0.0086 2.55 0.011
e ES)) (omitted) (omitted)

HAS —0.0051 —-5.08 0.000 —0.0025 -2.34 0.019
HLES(RE) —0.0305 -3.56 0.000 -0.0230 -2.58 0.010
HLEB(X|Z) —0.0361 -4.19 0.000 -0.0289 -3.22 0.001
HYEE(7|ED (omitted) (omitted)

N 71 0.1446 11.46 0.000 0.0671 5.10 0.000
HEE I 0.1529 11.50 0.000 0.0747 5.38 0.000

SAI 7t 0.1623 12.19 0.000 0.0831 5.98 0.000

cons (omitted) (omitted)

sigma_u 0.0409 0.0178

sigma_e 0.1718 0.1846

rho 0.0535 0.0092
Wald chi2(14) 7,375.79 1,118.58

Number of obs 23,328 23,328
Number of groups 13,429 13,429
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4.2116

0.2638
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P>z
0.148
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o
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