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Typicality of Female Main Characters Appearing in the TV Melodrama Genre
—From 1992 till 2012—
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Abstract

Advanced research has often discussed that the melodrama genre reproduces typical female
image more than any other genre in setting up female image. However, the advanced research
is not based on quantitative methods, so it is hard to say that it has verified the conservativeness
or typicality of the melodrama genre. This study applies quantitative research methods for the
typicality of female image in the TV melodrama genre and intends to prove it through
comparative analysis with the overall genre female image. According to the study result, the TV
melodrama genre’'s shows less change than the overall genre female image. About their
appearance, the overall genre female image indicates increase of non—femininity and activeness
in their relationship with others; however, in the melodrama genre, women with typical feminine
appearance and passive female image have been maintained from 1992 till 2012. In the system
in which women shared men’s capital in their lover or wife's status, their feminine and beautiful
appearance was used as women’s physical capital that enhances their possibility to be selected
by men. Even in the present that women’s economic power has been elevated, however, the
melodrama genre still maintains typical female image distinctively. Typicality of such female
image shown in the melodrama genre of which major viewers are women seems to represent
contemporary women’s ambivalent and contradictory desire.
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