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Abstract

This study examined influencing factors on the attitudes toward elders with a focus on
empathy. Data were gathered from 291 nurses working at 14 geriatric hospitals in Kyunggi-Do,
Chungchung-Do and Incheon. In analyzing the data, Pearson correlation coefficients, t-test,
ANOVA, and regression analysis were adopted. Attitudes toward elders were neutral on the
average; those nurses revealed both positive and negative aspects such as friendly, good, kind,
conservative, sick and dependent. Of the four empathy scales, only empathic concern revealed
significant correlation with the attitudes toward elders. Regression model included empathic
concern and the nurses’ characteristics. Empathic concern was significant in predicting the
attitudes toward elders after controlling for the effects of the nurses’ characteristics. Experience
of voluntary work for elders was the only predictor among individual characteristics. Explanatory
power of the model was 10.7%. We need to develop intervention programs raising empathy
among nurses. The instrument measuring empathy needs to be examined.
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