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Opportunity Structure Analysis as Cultural Legitimation of Film World after the

1980s
—the case of Popular Culture Movement & the Opening of Film Industry—
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Abstract

This paper studied the transition of changes in social status of the film since 1980s’ Korea.
After accepting the changes in social status of the film as the legitimation process of recognition
for social and cultural value, this study investigated those influencing factors. For the purpose,
opportunity structure in social movement theory was engaged as a theoretical background. The
structured opportunity, which was considered as external variables of the film world, was divided
into chance and risk factors. In this paper, the opportunity factors, affecting the legitimation
process of film, included the emergence of popular culture movement. The risk factors, being
considered as the violation of American filmdom and the consequential response of strategies
were also researched. Those factors were responsible not only for external variables of filmdom,
but also for compensators and competitors in the legitimation process of the film. Since 1980s’,
cultural industrial growth and democratization generation’s entry into the film world affected the
legitimation of the film as significant cultural product. Besides, the threat of American film
industry changed rationality and competitive landscape of Korean film world.
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