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Social Reflection of Director Choi Donghoon
—based on the Theory of Carnival of Mikhail M. Bakhtin
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Abstract

Director Choi Donghoon is the most famous director in Korea as a box office successor,
especially <The Thieves>(2102) has gained No. 1 box office attraction in Korean film history.
However some critics have criticised the works of Dr. Choi because of their plebeianness.

This paper focused on the reason of interaction with audiences through the theory of carnival
of Mikhail M. Bakhtin. Because the theory of carnival is not only the adapted method to account
for the power of popular culture to M. Baktin but also the useful method to understand the keys
of interaction of Dr. Choi’s films. It’s not difficult to find the esthetic elements of carnival theory
example for 'dethronement & coronation’, 'overturn & ridicule’, 'image of feast’, 'language of
square’ in the films of Choi which are The Big Swindle(2004), Tazza: The High Rollers(2006),
Woochi(2009), The Thieves(2012).

Therefore this paper has endeavored that the box office attraction and success of
communication with audiences is due to the realistic attitude and social reflection of Choi’s films.
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