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Abstract

This study analyzed the relationship between elderly suicide rates and socio—economic factors
from the macroscopic perspectives. As certain theoretical background of elderly suicide,
sociological and economic perspectives are applied. The economic factors of elderly suicide rates
consisted of economic growth and unemployment rate, economic activity rate of the aged, and
relative poverty rate (income inequality rate). The sociological factors included social welfare
spending, divorce rate, growth rate of population aging, and elderly dependency ratio. According
to research findings, first, the more economic activity of the aged is low, the more elderly suicide
rate is high. Second, the more social welfare spending rate goes flat, the more elderly suicide
rate is growing. Third, the more relative poverty rate (income inequality), increasing population
aging rate, and elderly dependency ratio are high, elderly suicide rate goes high at the same time.
Finally, this study proposed several socio—economic policy alternatives for preventing continuous
growth of Korean elderly suicide rate.
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