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Alteration of masculinity Types Shown in Melodramas
—From 1992 to 2012-
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine how the masculinity types of the male lead appearing
in melodrama genre TV series with 2005 as the borderline when we perceived the change of
female types in TV drama series. To attain the goal, the paper analyzed the change of the male
lead in 74 melodrama series that ranked high from 1992 till 2012 in terms of the ratings. As a
result, from 2005, the types of masculinity of the male lead changed significantly. The followings
deal with the details of the change: first, about the age of the male lead, those in the 30's or
older increased. Second, unmarried men increased. Third, more of them saw men and women
equally, and masculinity types setting no role division for men and women increased. Fourth,
masculinity types of having more concern over their appearance increased. Fifth, masculinity
types of relying on others when a problem occurred increased. Sixth, in relationship with others,
passive masculinity types increased. There was no change in men’s jobs, economic level,
personality, or sexual consciousness. This study result shows that from 2005, stereotyped
masculinity types shown in advanced research have disappeared a lot, and the current men
image tends to show both male and female features.
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