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Abstract

The present study explored types of Twitter-mediated communication and emotional responses
of Twitter users toward celebrities. Three perspectives of para-social interactions, information
hub, and fandom were proposed as communication types on Twitter. Celebrities were classified
by entertainer, politician, specialist, and blogger. Communication patterns according to each
category of celebrities were analyzed. The patterns of emotional responses, which represents the
use of emoticons and emotional expressions were also analyzed. The results show that the type
of para-social interactions was frequently accepted for the interactions with politicians and
specialists, while fandom style was salient for the entertainers. For the power bloggers, the users
tend to adopt the type of information hub interaction. The use of emotions and emotional
expressions were most frequent in case of fandom style communication and the messages to the
entertainers. Implications were further discussed.
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