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Abstract

This study reviewed reorganization of bureaucrats in the beginning of Lee Myung bak’s
government from the perspective of the relationship between politicians and bureaucrats. In
other words, it analyzed the reorganization of central office group of Korean government in 2008
as the relationship between calling to account by politicians and avoiding calling to account by
bureaucrats. Conclusively, first, separation or abolition of a certain organization was resulted
from calling to account by president (the ruling party). Second, merging organizations was done
because president wanted strong control on that agency or he wanted to realize presidential
election pledge (policy) through the agency. Third, if an organization was not changed even
though it was selected as the target of abolition, it meant that the organization succeeded in
defense. As seen from the above cases, it was found that politicians and bureaucrats played a
kind of game for reorganization of government organizations. First of all, if politicians succeeded
in calling to account, the bureaucratic organization was separated or abolished. If bureaucrats
succeeded in self defense, the organization became expanded. Finally, if both parties were even,
corresponding organizations would not have changes.
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