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Abstract

This study examines the impact of school violence on South Korean students’ psychological
well-being. The research is designed to analyze how different types of experiences of school
violence - victim, perpetrator, victim-perpetrator, and non-involvement - influence students’
suicidal impulse and sense of happiness. Empirical data was gained from a national-scale survey
conducted by Social Development Research Institute at Yonsei University in 2013, and was
analyzed using binary logistic and multiple regression methods. Findings suggest that any types
of experiences of school violence had significant effect on suicidal impulse. In particular, the
likelihood of victim-perpetrator to experience suicidal impulse was 7.1 times stronger than
non-involvement. However, the effect of experiences of school violence on students’ sense of
happiness was insignificant. While the impact of school violence on sense of happiness among
victims and victim-perpetrators was significant, its impact among perpetrators proved
insignificant. Rather, stress factor — in particular, stress from peers - had more significant
impact on the level of students’ happiness. This study contributes to understanding the multiple
effect of school violence by examining both negative and positive dimensions of psychological
well-being.
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