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Abstract

This study was conducted to examine the readiness for death and death anxiety among
hospitalized cancer patients. A convenience sample of 183 cancer patients admitted to four hospitals
in Korea was recruited for this study. Data were collected in 2010. Collected data were analyzed
with descriptive statistics, independent t-test, one-way ANOVA, and Pearson’s correlation
coefficient. The mean scores of readiness for death and death anxiety were 1.99(+0.69) and
2.21(x0.59) out of 4, respectively. ‘Psychological readiness’ showed the highest mean score among
the death anxiety domains, and 'dying process’ had the highest mean score among the death
anxiety domains. No statistically significant correlation was found between readiness for death and
death anxiety. Readiness for death was statistically significantly different according to age, afterlife
beliefs, stage of cancer, duration of disease, and number of symptoms. Death anxiety showed
significant difference according to faith in God and afterlife beliefs. Distress in the process of dying
needs to be managed for cancer patients and spiritual interventions should be considered to relieve
death anxiety.
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