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Analysis of performances of Korean Female Directors in the Thriller Genre
Focusing on the Cases, “Helpless” and “Perfect Number”
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Abstract

Until 2000, there were only eight female directors in Korean film history; however, the number
of female directors has increased with the number of new movies made and the entrance of new
directors. In 2007, there were about seven new female directors and in 2009, there were released
13 movies directed by female. Even though the number of new movies and new entrants of
female directors has augmented, the percentage of movies directed by female directors is about
5% of released Korean movies during the past ten years. Moreover, those female directors who
enter the Korean film industry are mostly concentrated in low budget independent films. Yet,
female directors have been continuously searching and challenging in order to find a way to
communicate with general populations. As a result, recently female directors have been noticed
in thriller films. This report will analyze how the thriller films directed by female directors have
evolved since 2000 based on the status of female directors in commercial films. The report will

analyze two thriller films “Helpless” and “Perfect Number”, released in 2012.
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