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Abstract

This study attempts to explore the inter-media agenda setting effect between television and
Twitter based on the framework of the two-step flow theory. Twitter’s increasingly important
role in political communication can be effectively addressed by examining the process by which
Twitter users form their opinions on television debate program. Content analyses of Twitter
discussions after television debate of the Korean presidential candidates provided interesting
insights into how Twitter's opinion leaders reflect on the televised debates. The results show that
Twitter mentions rather focus on personality traits of the candidates while television debates
emphasize the candiates’ policy issues. Specifically, Twitter users mainly concentrated on the
political ideology and morality of the candidates. In sum, Twitter seems to have its own way of

influencing the public opinion separately from the television.
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