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Abstract

This study examines the characteristics in melodramas by comparing three major television
broadcasting companies(MBC, SBS, and KBS) since 2000. The findings of the study are as
follows: "Romance” melodrama is more common in MBC and SBS, than in KBS, where "family”
melodrama is more common. The most cause of conflict shown in MBC is "love between the rich
and the poor” that in SBS is "conflict between love and success”, and that in KBS is the conflict
similar to that between ”"Ondal the fool and Princess Pyeong-gang”. The most common love
relationship shown in SBS and KBS is the "single love triangle” and that in MBC is "double love
triangle”. In the shows of all three TV broadcasting companies, male protagonists most
frequently belongs to “jaebeol” (the rich) and female protagonists are “company workers”. The
most common personality trait of male protagonists’ in MBC shows is and "optimism”, in SBS
shows, it is "supercilious behavior”, in KBS, it is "simple-hearted”. However, the personality of
female protagonists in the shows of all three broadcasting companies can be described as, bright
and cheerful. In MBC and SBS, male protagonists were frequently portrayed as capable, and in
KBS, as self-conceited. in KBS are the most frequent. Female protagonists in the shows of all
three broadcasting companies were most frequently portrayed as hardworking.
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