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Perception and Production of English Grapheme (a) by Korean Students
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Abstract

Motivated by the fact that English grapheme <a> is realized as 5 different English vowels [a,
e1, ®, 0, o), the present study aims to investigate how Korean students perceive and produce
English grapheme <a> in words. To this end, 31 university students participated in the
perception and production tests on 28 English words containing grapheme <a>. Overall, the
participants performed better on production than perception both in the pretest and posttest. Also,
the accuracy of perception and production was improved in the posttest. While the accuracy rates
of [a] and [er] were among highest in the perception test, those of [a] and [0] were in the
production test. By contrast, the accuracy of unstressed [s] was worst both in perception and
production. As for the training effect, [e1] and [®] showed significant improvement both in
perception and production. In addition, the perception and the production of [0] were improved
at the .051-4 significance level. However, the accuracies of [a] improved significantly neither in
perception nor in production. In the case of [a], the production ability was improved significantly
whereas the perception ability was not. The prominent error patterns of <a> were the
replacement of the target vowels with [&], [a], or [e1]. The influence of orthography was attested
through the persistent occurrence of [a]. Finally, pedagogical implications were discussed.
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