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Studies of the Non—Realistic Acting in Absurd Drama 'Fando et Lis'
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Abstract

Europeans experienced the horror and cruelty of war through the first and second World Wars. They

began to raise fundamental questions and doubt about the preexisting World Order of God and humans
leading to the birth of Existentialism. The Theater of the Absurd is one of the genres in theater resulting
from the existentialist theories. The Theater of the Absurd has a format opposed to the traditional Realist
Theater and emphasize the absurdity of human and society’s existence. In particular, Fernando Arrabal
who is a French Absurdist playwright, expressed the absurd human conditions using his unique forms and
contents and his work Fando et Lis" depicts the absurdity of the adult world through the eyes of a child.
Many unrealistic elements typical and inherent in the Absurdist plays are present in his work. Especially,

the actors were required to apply not only the realistic acting approach but also to study and analyze

characteristics of all Absurdist plays and internalize them based on the creative foundation of recreation.

Then, they were asked to examine the characters’ personality, emotions, and actions and think hard about

creating an unrealistic action of voice and movements. This creative process by actors is a must in

developing the reliable and trustworthy Absurdist acting.

B keyword : | Existentialism | Absurd Drama | Fernando Arrabal | Non—Realistic Acting |
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