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A Historical Drama about Mathematics and Mathematicians of the Joseon Dynasty
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Abstract

Recently, various types of dramas have been broadcasted in Korea. Especially, historical
dramas having backgrounds about historical events or characters have been recorded high
ratings of the viewing audience, as well as a lot of influence on many parts of Korean society.
Besides, the historical drama like <Daejanggeum> raised a craze for popular Korean cultures
in many Asian countries. The subjects and characters of historical drama are diversifying in
recent years. For example, <Daejanggeum> is a royal cook, <Chaser of slaves> is a story about
running away slaves and their chaser, <Painter of Wind> is a story about a very well-known
painter of the Joseon Dynasty era, and <Mayui> is a veterinarian. At this point, in celebration
of the officially appointed “year of mathematics”, it is very meaningful to demonstrate the
importance of mathematics with a historical drama about mathematics and mathematicians of
the Joseon Dynasty.

In this article, the reasons for production of historical dramas about mathematics and
mathematicians in the Joseon Dynasty was presented in two ways. First, modern mathematics
has high level of abstractness as its nature, and therefore many students and the public can not
understand what except for some areas. Second, it is possible the easier and various approaches
can be used to deal with contents about real-life in the view of popularization of mathematics.

Also, this article would aim to explore the main character and episodes about mathematics and
mathematicians in Joseon Dynasty. For example, the anecdote of Hong Jung Ha, the works of
mathematics in the King Sejong’s periods, the study of Hong Gil Ju, the joint researches
between Nam Byung Gil and Lee Sang Hyuk, the story of Lee Seung Hun, and the mathematics
study of middle class people.
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