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Abstract

Public awareness campaign is the core factor of the national suicide prevention strategies.
Korea's current campaign needs to be more systematically developed. This study analyzed the
national-level campaigns for suicide prevention of New Zealand, USA, Ireland, Scotland, and
Australia whose campaigns were known to be successful, and compared them with those of
Korea. With the analysis framework based on the ‘Guideline for Effective Health Communication
Campaigns’ by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, we examined the campaigns
from the dimensions of (1) clarity of goals, (2) appropriacy of targeting strategies, (3) suitability
of messaging strategies, and (4) efficiency of performance. The results show that effective
campaigns for suicide prevention have the following common factors: (1) campaign appellations
which include clear goals, (2) targeting at risk groups considering social contexts, (3) slogans
which contains specific action guidelines, and (4) close relationships between public and private
sectors. On this basis, future directions for more effective suicide prevention media campaigns
in Korea are discussed.
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