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A Criticism of John Hick’ s Copernlcan Revolution
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Abstract

This is a study of Hick’s self-described Christological ‘Copernican revolution.” Since Hick as
a former Christian theologian did not want to reject one of the core Christian
doctrines(incarnation), he presented his copernican revolution in terms of Agape Christology, an
inspiration Christology and myth Christology through his Christological reinterpretation. Thus
Hick's Christologies that are developed gradually are discussed and evaluated chronologically.
First, agape Christology understands that the incarnation is taking place all the time in different
degrees everywhere. As a result agape Christology makes Jesus as a mere human being. Second,
an paradox of grace or inspiration Christology views the incarnation as the Spirit of God
enabling people to fulfill the will of God by their free responses. This Christology assumes that
divine incarnation can occur anywhere and anytime in any person. Thus, according to this, Jesus
is not literally God incarnate as Christian claims. Third, myth Christology views that the
incarnation is not literal but mythological. Though he prefers to use metaphor in his later
writings because it has a more positive connotation than myth, myth and metaphor have one
thing in common: they are neither literal nor historical. Hick’s mythological Christology implies
the denial of Jesus Christ as God incarnate. Accordingly, the researcher must conclude that
Hick’s Christology as copernican revolution cannot said to be a perfect solution for today’s
religious situation, even though it was a sincere try to communicate with pluralistic world.

B keyword : | John Hick | Copernican Revolution | Theocentric Pluralism | Agape Christology | Inspiration Christology |
Myth Christology |
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