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The Rise and Fall of Television Musical Variety Show in Korea
: Focusing on the 'Show Show Show' on TBC-TV
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Abstract

This paper deals with how Korean television musical variety show rose and declined focusing
the 'Show Show Show’. 'Show Show Show’ was a Korean television musical variety show that
ran on TBC-TV every Saturday night at 8pm. until TBC-TV was absorbed into KBS-TV in
1980. Its musical acts, of various kinds, were interspersed with comic turns and special items
including dancing, mime, magic, and acrobat. Korean television musical variety show worked on
what audiences had in common across generational divides till the late 1970s. 'Show Show
Show’s catchall format didn’t cross the demographic lines like it used to. But the young
generation demanded music program that spoke to their own condition in the early 1980s. ‘Show
Show Show’ ended on KBS-TV in July 1983 through the influence of the absorption of
TBC-TV into KBS-TV and the changes of cultural circumstances. The decline of the television
musical variety show was attributable to the fragmentation of musical taste and the change of

viewing behaviors.
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