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Abstract

The paper shows that algorithm education positively affects algorithmic thinking for

elementary students. Experiments are conducted on thirty five sixth graders without prior

experience of algorithm. The experimental group is given eleven sessions of lesson for four

weeks in which algorithmic solution is sought for graph coloring problems. After four weeks of

experiments questionnaires are distributed to the students in order to measure differences in

algorithmic interest and algorithmic thinking ability. The following results are obtained: Firstly,

it may be observed that algorithm education with graph coloring may be effective in reinforcing

students’ interest in algorithms. Secondly, the experiment shows that algorithmic thinking ability

may be enhanced from participating in graph coloring activities. In conclusion, algorithm

education with graph coloring problem helps students develop algorithmic thinking ability as well

as cultivate students’ interest in algorithmic thinking.
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