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Elderly's Suicide Differentials and Their Factors: Focusing on 16 Metropolises and
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Abstract

It is hardly surprising for the current elder generation to choose extreme measure, that is to
commit suicide, because of various social or health problems caused by financial difficulties and
diseases, for neither individuals nor the nation had not prepared for their later lives. Therefore,
the number of elder suicide is rapidly increasing, so that it is becoming a big social issue.
Research in various fields related to elderly suicide has been done due to recent huge interest,
but most of them focused on microscopic factors and it is likely that most are in national level
or individual level, so research about elderly suicide by regional areas is insufficient. Due to the
nature of Korean administration system which is operated by each local government, study on
elderly suicide by regional areas is acutely required.

The purpose of this study is to draw policy suggestions of preventing suicide by analyzing
current state of suicide rates in terms of sex(male elder vs female elder) and age(young old vs
old old) in each 16 regions for 9years(from 2003 to 2011) and then analyzing interrelationships
between the suicide rates and socio—economic factors.
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