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the Musical World of Isang Yun
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Abstract

Tongyeong International Music Festival was established to commemorate the world-renowned
composer Isang Yun. Despite its short history, the event is quickly grown into a global music
festival. This paper considers the future direction of Tongyeong International Music Festival as
seen through the musical world of Isang Yun. Although Isang Yun suffered through Korea's
modern history and was deported from his own country, his works clearly use Korea, in
particular the cultural heritage of Tongyeong, as his creative energy. His music is reflected in
the festival in various forms, i.e., East and West, past and present, North and South and maestro
and rookie, while pursuing a world of harmony.

In order for Tongyeong International Music Festival to join the ranks of global festivals, an
effort needs to be made to find the values from the tangible and intangible cultural resources of
Tongyeong, the source of Isang Yun's musical creations, and connect these values to the music
festival. I believe that, based on such cultural capacity, when Tongyeong International Music
Festival becomes a unique festival that differentiates itself from music festivals in the west, it
will advance into the successful music festival of a global music city.
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