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Strengthening User Involvement in Welfare Policies for the Disabled:
through Case Studies 'Personal Budgets' of Germany
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Abstract

The provision of welfare services to the disabled in Korea are still insufficient to meet the
demand and the delivery system of the service is organized largely from the viewpoint of the
suppliers. In order to guarantee the user right to choice, the shift of the policy paradigm
supporting autonomy, self-directedness and the right to control of the users appears to be
important. The present study explores the theoretical discussion in the field of the welfare of
the disabled about user involvement. Then it investigates the German case of ‘personal budgets’
aimed to strengthen the user involvement and draws some policy implications for Korea. The
study confirms that the introduction of ‘personal budgets’ aimed to realization of the
self-determination of the disabled has contributed for the reinforcement of user involvement in
welfare policies for the disabled. This new policy program ‘personal budgets’ based on the idea
of the realization of the right to self-determination appears to transform the general nature of
the welfare system for the disabled in Germany by transforming the payment methods.
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