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The Effects of Socio—demographic Characteristics of Physical Therapist for the
Awareness of Necessity of Opening Independent Clinic & Professionalism of the
Physical Therapist
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Abstract

This study is to find out awareness of necessity of opening independent clinic for the PT and
the effect of PT’s professionalism according to Socio-Demographic Characteristics of Physical
Therapist(SDCPT). The methods of this study are a survey with 253 physical therapists(PT)
who live in Seoul or Gyeonggi, Korea, 2015. This study focus on SDCPT. As a result, PT was
aware of the legal modifications needed for opening independent clinic regardless of the
socio—demographic characteristics of them. It found that professionalism of PT does not show
higher level. But, who has more age, clinical experience, higher level of education and main
interesting field of physical, they have been given credit for high level of professionalism,
irrespective of where they have worked. The conclusion is that PT recognized necessity of the
legal modification to allow for them to open their own clinic. However, at this moment the level
of PT’s professionalism recognized by law was not enough to let them open their independent

clinic.
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