http://dx.doi.org/10.5392/JKCA.2015.15.02.242

Ol=2] #2 HOIZEH| x==te} eh=olle] AR

A Plain Language Policy Institutionalized in the U.S. and Implications for Korea
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Abstract

This paper is to analyse statutes and execution system on ‘plain language policy’ of the U.S.
in the process of policy was instituted, and to suggest the meaningful implications for Korean
easy public language improvement project based on the conclusions drawn. The summarized
conclusion is as follows. First, the continuous interests of Presidents and taking the lead of
federal agencies played important roles until the U.S. plain language policy has been established
as a system. Second, in executing the U.S. plain language policy, laws legislated by period
contributed to elicit mandatory compliances from the federal agencies. Third, a propelling agent
of plain language policy, PLAIN, is not an administrative department but a community consisted
of federal employees and experts. Fourth, plain language policy was unexpectedly given
wholehearted support and assistance by Presidents and their administrations from the
reform-minded Democratic party. Fifth, during the 2000s most federal departments and agencies
held self-managed websites and programs related to plain language. To conclude the current U.S.
plain language policy surely performs a mechanism to improve communication and a role as a
ladder of trust between the public and government.
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