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A Christian Answer to the Problem of Suicide in Korean Society
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Abstract

This paper deals with suicide that has become a serious problem in our society as well as in
the world today from a Christian perspective. Historical position regarding suicide is divided into
two; some see it as a brave and honorable act and give approval to it, the others view it as act
of giving up the life that is given by God and are opposed to it. Though suicides in the Bible
are mostly committed to maintain honor, because of Augustin’s position it became negative in
Christianity, leading to a thought that one who committed suicide goes to hell. Why then people
commit suicide? The views of scholars on the cause of suicide are divided into three; biological,
psychological, sociological. My position is that though each or all of them contribute to suicide,
yet the decisive factor is on how a person reacts to them. Major factor of suicide is how humans
as interpretive beings accept the present despair. On the basis of this understanding of suicide
and humans, I conclude this paper with three new recognitions as an essential answer to suicide.
First, humans are made in God’'s image and belong to Him, thus their life is precious. Second,
Christianity views humans as ones look for the hope in the future as the eternal life. Third,
suicide is a violation of the commandment ‘do not kill' yet it is not an act of sin but a disease
that needs to be cured. To achieve this Christianity must not only spread the idea of respect for
life and also run suicide prevention center every city.
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