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Abstract

This study aims to prepare countermeasures to prevent and minimize drowning accident in
inland waters by examining the current status of inland water safety management in Korea and
diagnosing the defects. The defects in current inland water safety management is analyzed in
four aspects. First is the legal defect that includes the absence of legislation that directs the
inland water safety management. Second is the instructional defect such as the absence of
educational program for prevention of inland water accidents and lack of professional water
rescue experts. Third is cooperation defect such as dispersed reporting system and lack of
private-public partnership in accident response. Fourth is the defect of emergency response
ability, professionalism and accident response skills due to the dispersion and overlaps of safety
management systems. In order to improve these defects, this study finds the countermeasures
based on the survey of water sports professions and users and its analysis as follows: legislation
of ‘(tentatively named) special act for water safety management in inland waters’ is suggested
in the legal aspects. A development of inland waters safety education program and training of
water accident experts are suggested in the instructional aspects. Integrated operational system
for water accident management, activation of safety network and re-establishment of
private-public partnership are suggested in the cooperation aspects. Systematic and efficient
inland water safety management plans such as enhancement of accident response skills and
expertise and integrated inland water safety management with fire department-centered system
were suggested in the aspects of emergency response ability.
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