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Attitudes towards Death and Euthanasia among Nurses and General Population
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Abstract

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to investigate the attitudes towards death and
euthanasia among nurses and general population. Methods: The participants were 192 nurses
and 255 people. Data were collected using structured questionnaires from March 5 to May 30.
2010 and analyzed with descriptive statistics, t-test, one-way ANOVA and Pearson correlation
coefficients by using SAS Program 12.0. Results: The attitudes towards death showed
significantly higher scores in nurses than general population. The attitudes towards euthanasia
showed significantly higher scores in nurses. There were significant positive correlations
between attitudes towards death and euthanasia in nurses and. people. Conclusion: The above
results indicated that the higher level of cognition towards death, the more positive attitudes
towards euthanasia. Besides, nurses treating with terminal illness were higher level of cognition
on death and positive attitudes towards euthanasia. Therefore, we should established the
strategy and education program to understand on death and euthanasia for people including the
health care providers.
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