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Analysis of Questions and Answers

Posted on the Internet Blogs about Prenatal Genetic Diagnosis and Screening
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to identify pregnant women’s needs for information on prenatal
genetic diagnosis and screening. This study is consisted of two phases. In the first phase in
December 2011, six blogs featuring questions and answers on prenatal genetic diagnosis and
screening were selected from four major search engines in Korea by using the keywords
“prenatal genetic diagnosis,” “prenatal genetic screening’, and “amniocentesis.” An analyzing
framework was constructed on the basis of 389 posts on six blogs between November 2006 and
October 2011. In the second phase, the contents of the “MomsHolichaby” blog posted from
November 2010 to October 2011 were reviewed. Then, pregnant women’s questions on prenatal
genetic diagnosis and screening (100 questions) and amniocentesis (200 questions with 1,665
answers) were analyzed using descriptive statistics. Among posters who had ever been
recommended to undergo amniocentesis, 56.5% described feelings of anxiety, 25.5% did not know
the purpose of the test, and 33.9% refused to undergo the test. Among 295 posters answering
questions about amniocentesis, 61.4% disagreed with undergoing the test. The results show that
there is a need for healthcare professionals to provide more educational and emotional support
to pregnant women considering prenatal genetic diagnosis and screening. Providing online health
information can be integrated into prenatal genetic education for pregnant women as well as
nurses. In addition, prenatal women's preferences about undergoing amniocentesis should be
reflected in the current legal discussion on criteria for termination of pregnancy.

B keyword : | Prenatal Genetic Diagnosis and Screening | Amniocentesis | Internet blog |
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