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TV Program Writers' Copyright:
Focusing on Writers of Informative TV Programs and TV Documentaries
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Abstract

This study aims to explore how the copyright for writers of informative TV programs and
documentaries is protected in the reality of broadcasting. For this study, 12 writers and the head
of copyright department of the Korea TV & Radio Writers Association were interviewed in
depth for research. Our interview findings suggest that writers have worked without written
agreement signed by some form of legally binding contract. Instead, they have made verbal
contracts. Writers should be aware of the reality of copyrights and request to readjust of basic

copywriting fee from the Writers Association and each broadcasting station.
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