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English Education for International Sports Events
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was (1) to examine the present state of English education for the
2018 Pyeongchang Winter Olympics preparations, and (2) to identify the need for an English
language training program for international sports events. With these goals in mind, the
information was gathered from telephone interviews with educational administration officials who
were responsible for international sporting events. For the survey, a total of twenty-six
participants responded to a questionnaire designed to gauge their self-perceived English
instructional needs for international sporting events. The principal results obtained from this
study were: the Pyeongchang Organizing Committee for the 2018 Winter Olympic Games signed
an agreement with an official supplier of language training services. In addition, Gangneung city
is providing a 'Global Leaders’ Academy’ and English programs for taxi drivers and citizens.
The result of the survey shows that the majority of participants reported that an English
language training program is essential for international sporting events and it should be different
from general English language education.
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